
CV 

PARTICIPANT OF: 

GOOD PRACTICES FOR FOSTERING 
TRANSFORMATIVE RESEARCH IN 
HEALTH AND LIFE SCIENCES 
 

May, 10th-11th, 2012, Barcelona 

Alejandro Martin-Hobdey 
 
Head of Unit for the Starting Grant, European Research Council 

 

Alejandro Martín Hobdey obtained a PhD in physics at the University of Rochester, 

USA and went on to work as a postdoc at MIT on laser cooling and trapping of atoms.  

He obtained a position as Research Scientist in 1988 at the Instituto de Óptica of the 

CSIC in Madrid.  He continued to collaborate on atomic physics research as a Visiting 

Scientist at MIT, and on medical physics as a Research Fellow at Harvard Medical 

School.  He joined the European Commission 1994 and has worked in several 

programmes of the DG Research, including the New and Emerging Science and 

Technology (NEST) initiative of Framework Programme 6.  He has worked on the 

setting up the European Research Council since its inception in 2007, and is currently 

Head of Unit for the Starting Grants. 
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“European Research Council Advanced and Starting Grants”  
 
The ERC was set up in 2007 to fill a gap in EU research funding, addressing bottom-
up, high-risk, frontier research in any area of research or scholarly activity. The 
evaluation procedure has been designed with this objective in mind, and adapted over 
the intervening time based on experience. Twenty five panels grouped in three 
domains cover all areas of science, with a particular concern for interdisciplinary 
research, with several thousand panel members and remote evaluators participating in 
each evaluation.   
 
In addition, the ERC also has as ambition to have a structuring and transformation of 
funding such type of research at the European level.  With a budget of ~€2 billion per 
year, the ERC is becoming a reference point for many national evaluation systems, 
with several national funding agencies providing funding to ERC runners-up.  
Details of the ERC evaluation procedure will be presented as well as the modifications 
it has undergone, together with some examples of relevant projects whose funding is 
underway. 


