
WILHELM KRULL CV 

PARTICIPANT OF: 

GOOD PRACTICES FOR FOSTERING 
TRANSFORMATIVE RESEARCH IN 
HEALTH AND LIFE SCIENCES 
 

May, 10th-11th, 2012, Barcelona 

Wilhelm Krull, PhD 

Secretary general Volkswagen Foundation  

Since 1996, Dr. Wilhelm Krull has been running the Volkswagen Foundation – following 
his studies in German, philosophy, education and politics, an appointment as a DAAD 
lecturer at the University of Oxford, and leading positions at the Wissenschaftsrat 
(German Science Council) and at the headquarters of the Max-Planck-Gesellschaft (Max 
Planck Society). Besides his professional activities in science policy as well as in the 
promotion and funding of research, he was and still is a member of numerous national, 
foreign and international committees. At present he is the Chairman of the Board of the 
Foundation Georg-August-Universität Göttingen, a member of the Governing Board of the 
Central European University in Budapest, of the Scientific Advisory Commission of the 
State of Lower Saxony and of the Board of Regents of the Max Planck Institute for 
Biophysical Chemistry in Göttingen, the Max Planck Institute for Psychiatry in Munich, 
the Max Planck Institute for Gravitational Physics in Potsdam and Hanover, as well as 
further Max Planck Institutes in Potsdam and Radolfzell. In 2004/05, he was member of a 
commission of experts for the evaluation of the Science Foundation Ireland. In 2005, he 
chaired the founding committee for the new Academy of the Sciences in Hamburg. 
Together with a commission of leading personalities in the German higher education 
system, in the same year he formulated a framework for a future-oriented higher education 
and research system in Germany.  Wilhelm Krull devotes himself to the furtherance of 
foundations on the national and international level. In the recent past, Dr. Krull received 
the following distinctions: In 2001, he was honored with the Leibniz-Medal of the 
Akademy of Sciences and Literature Mainz, in 2007, he received the swedish Order of the 
Polar Star, in 2009, he was appointed Honorary Senator of the University of Konstanz, and 
in 2010, he received the State Award of Lower Saxony. 
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“How Can We Inspire and Support More Breakthroughs in Basic Research” 

  

The future of Europe rests with its ability to think creatively, to break new ground, and to 

encourage risk-taking in all walks of life. Its capacity to innovate and to implement the 

necessary changes ultimately depends on the readiness of the European universities and 

research institutes to open up to fresh thinking, to listen to independent voices, and to 

develop a climate of mutual learning. In this respect foundations have a crucial role to 

play. With their proven track record in facilitating social, cultural, scientific, and 

technological change they are in a unique position to encourage experimentation and risk-

taking in hitherto unknown territories, and thus to contribute to successfully developing 

cultures of creativity. The presentation will focus on new opportunities, e.g. in developing 

role-models for institutional change, capacity-building, and international collaboration, on 

major challenges involved in encouraging and implementing new pathways, as well as on 

some of the most relevant limits and limitations for foundations when it comes to 

achieving leveraging effects, or even lasting impacts on the future development of higher 

education and research in Europe. 

  


