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Helen Picton Bsc, PhD. Professor. Chair of Reproduction and Early Development, University of 

Leeds, Prof. Helen Picton is an ovarian biologist by training. She obtained her Bsc and PhD from 

the University of Edinburgh and is currently based at the University of Leeds where she 

established and now heads the Division of Reproduction and Early Development within the Leeds 

Institute of Genetics, Health and Therapeutics. She is the Scientific Director of the Leeds Centre 

For Reproductive Medicine in the Leeds Teaching Hospitals NHS Trust and the Programme 

Director for an international MSc in Clinical Embryology run by the University of Leeds. The 

research portfolio of the Reproduction and Early Development Group includes fundamental 

investigations of the molecular and cellular biology of oogenesis and folliculogenesis in large 

animals and humans, the application of these fundamental investigations to studies of  the 

aetiology of female infertility, and the conservation of female fertility. She was the Chair of the 

Society For Reproduction and Fertility from 2005-2009 and is the current coordinator of the 

ESHRE Task Force on fertility preservation in severe disease. 
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