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Professor Jacques Donnez studied medicine and completed his internship in gynecology and 

obstetrics at the Université Catholique de Louvain (UCL). His subsequent research career there has 

been devoted to identifying and understanding the molecular and pathophysiological mechanisms 

underlying female infertility and the development of new therapeutic options to restore or preserve 

women’s health and fertility. In 1984 he defended his PhD thesis “The Fallopian tube: normal and 

pathological histophysiology” and then went on to found the Infertility Research Unit at UCL, becoming 

Head and Chairman of the Department of Gynaecology in 1986. His areas of interest are pelvic 

surgery, endometriosis and research on ovarian cryopreservation and transplantation. Prof. Jacques 

Donnez is Doctor Honoris Causa, Sun Yat-Sen University of Medical Sciences, Guangzhou, Canton, 

China (2000) and he was the President of International Society for Fertility Preservation (2007-2010). 
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